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The Israeli culture in the 

shadow of the Holocaust 
• 274,000 survivors of the Holocaust 

• 400,000 second-generation survivors 

 

How has the legacy of the Holocaust impacted the 

value system of 2nd generation survivors? 

 

 



German-Israeli 2nd generation 

research project 

• Alice Salomon University of Applied Sciences, Berlin 

• University of Haifa, Israel 



German-Israeli 2nd generation 

research project 
Qualitative inquiry among 2nd generation Israelis 

revealed: 

• a conservative, nationalistic stance marked by an 

existential xenophobic worry and by a sanctimonious 

victim-aggressor stance driven by the adage: “Never 

again!” 

• a humanistic, compassionate outlook motivated by 

the resolve to adopt a value system that is as far 

removed from National Socialist ideology, as 

possible 

 



A constant presence of the Holocaust 

in current Israeli discourse: 

Conservative conclusions 

 



A constant presence of the Holocaust 

in current Israeli discourse: 

Conservative conclusions 

 



A constant presence of the Holocaust 

in current Israeli discourse: 

Anti (Israel’s) government sentiments 

 



A constant presence of the Holocaust 

in current Israeli discourse: 

Anti (Israel’s) government sentiments 
• 2005 Evacuation of Gaza settlements  



A constant presence of the Holocaust 

in current Israeli discourse: 

Humanistic conclusions 
“Free all ghettos” (In Hebrew)– graffiti near Warsaw Ghetto 

by former Israeli air force pilot Yonatan Shapira  

 



German-Israeli 2nd generation 

quantitative pilot study: Exploring 

values and national ethos 
• Socio-Demographic Data  

• The McGill Quality of Life Questionnaire (Cohen 

et al., 1995) 

• Sense of Coherence Scale (Antonovsky) 

• The Patriotism Scale (Brewer, 2004) 

• The Ethnocentrism Scale (Bizumic, 2007) 

• The Right-Wing Authoritarianism Scale 

(Rubinstein, 2006) 

 

• 31 Germans, 30 Israelis 



• The rightists coalition is stable and strong 

• An atmosphere of nationalism and general 

mistrust of the Arabs 

• What is the Israeli 2nd generation stance towards 

issues of nationalism? 

• How similar or different are they from German 

respondents of a similar age? 



Socio-demographic data 



Quality of life 



Antonovsky's Sense of Coherence 

Scale 
 

 

 

The SOC is defined as: “The extent to which one has a 

pervasive, enduring though dynamic, feeling of 

confidence that one’s environment is predictable and that 

things will work out as well as can reasonably be 

expected.” In other words, it’s a mixture of optimism and 

control. 



Sense of Coherence Scale 

 



The Patriotism Scale 

 



The Ethnocentrism Scale 

 



The Right Wing Authoritorianism Scale 

 



Summary  
• Israeli 2nd generation survivors report better 

quality of life than their German counterparts 

• No difference between the groups in sense of 

coherence (although German female 2nd 

generation reported a better sense of coherence 

than Israeli comparisons, and an opposite trend 

was noted for men). 

• Israelis were less proud of their nationality and 

less attached and committed to their country than 

Germans. 

• Israelis are less ethnocentric than Germans 

• At the same time, Israelis were more conservative 

and right wing than the Germans. 

 



Conclusion 
• Israeli offspring of survivors show a complex 

pattern of being less patriotic than their German 

comparison respondents but, perhaps, in reaction 

to the continued existential threat they face, they 

are more authoritarian right wingers than their 

German counterparts. However, this conservative 

political value system is not based on racism. 

Israeli 2nd generation survivors are significantly 

less ethnocentric than Germans sons and 

daughters of the citizens of Nazi Germany. 


